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Learned Diſſertation 
UPON | 


Old WOMEN, c. 


DTD. is recorded in the Memo- 
tries of divers Story-Tellers 

in and about this Metropolis, 
that the Sage and Eloquent 
Dr. Byfield, who goeth about, 
pouring forth his Divine 
— FE) Breathings in Coffee- Houſes, 
and preſenting his Books Gratis to all who will 
pay him for them: I ſay it is credibly report - 
ed that the ſaid Doctor having a Suit in Chan- 
cery with a certain Chymiſt, and a venerable 
Scrjeant being of Counſel for his Adverfary ; 
he, the ſaid Doctor, humbly mov'd my Lord 
Chancellor that Mrs. Byfield, the Wife of him 
the ſaid Doctor, might be allowed to anſwer 
and refute the Harangue of him the ſaid 
14 Ser- 


(4) : 
Serjeant; and mark the Reaſon ! for (ſaid 
the Doctor) be, My Lord, is an Old Woman too 
Whether this his Requelt was granted, or 
only entered upon Record, the Tradition 
ſayeth not. If the Challenge was not accept- 
ed, ſurely it is great Pity; ſeeing that from 
a Match ſo Natural, and a Contention ſo E- 
qual, much Elegant Entertainment would have 
reſulted to the Grave and Learned Brothers 
(or ſhall I rather. ſay, Siſters) of the Long 
Robe, who, during the Strife, muſt have 
ſtood ſtrangely and equally poiz'd in their 
Affections and Wiſhes, as being equally alli- 
ed to either Combarant. I have, indeed, 
heard it urged, by the Partizans of the Old 
Woman in Petty-coats, that the Other in 
the Coif, jealous of his Reputation, and 
doubtful how the Iſſue might determine the 
Prize of Eloquence, fled the Pit, and left, 
ingloriouſſy, his Antagoniſt whetting her 
Gums, and mumbling Revenge. But the Lear- 
ned and Acute Sir „Knight, Serjeant at 
Law, does, with great Submiſſion, conceive, that 
this laſt Clauſe of the Tradition wants Proof. 
I muſt own it would have been exceeding 
Unnatural and Unſcriptural for Mrs. Byfield 
and the Serjeant to have entered the Liſts a- 
gainſt each other, upon this Occaſion ; or, in- 
deed, upon any other whatſoever : Foraſmuch 
as is written in the Hundred Thirtieth and 
Third Palm, Verſe the Firſt ; Behold how good 
and how pleaſant it is for BRETHREN to 
dwell together in Unity: And therefore it is my 
own private Opinion of this Matter, that the 
whole Bench and Bar, taking it into their ſe- 
rious Conſideration, as what might _ 
them 


(5) 
them all, offered their Mediation, and ſtop'd 


the Progreſs of their pernicious Difference. 
And in this 1 have the concurring Opinions 


of — and and and —— 
and —— and —— with ſeveral Others, all 
able Lawyers, and Parties concerned, | 

There is a waggiſh Acquaintance of mine, 
who carries the Analogy between Old Wo- 
men and grave Barriſters, further than, in 
my Judgment, Need requires he ſhould. 
© Don;t you obſerve, ſays he, that they have 
© the ſame Enmity to Silence, and pofleſs the 
© ſame Eternal Wetneſs of Beard? Pray, di- 
„ ſinguiſh, if you can, between Pleading and 
© Scolding ; and, whatever Jou do, mark that 
© hobling: Amble in their Gate; that invo- 
© luntary Nod of the Head; that contracted 
plodding Forehead ; that wife unmeaning 
© Face, and theſe deſolate Gums! and then, 
© confeſs the invincible Likeneſs — I would 
furthermore put you in Mind of their E- 
qual Taſte in Dreſs, and their Equal Re- 
© ſemblance therein — Black: Gowns and 
© red Petticoats ! two Colours, in which it 
© is heard to ſay, whether my Lord J—e 
© mimicks Granny, or Granny my Lord J—e! 
© Granny moreover wears forward Night- 
© Cloaths, and ties her Pinners before, to 
© hide a Bald-Pate; and Mr. Serjeant, and 
© his Betters, bury their Faces in mighty Pe- 
* riwigs, which inviron either Chap, and lie, 
© like comely Mares Tails, on either Breaſt 
* for why, they are only Hairy Machines to 
© conceal long Ears! | 


At 
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At the Afﬀizes in Carmarthen-Shire, ſome 
Years ago, a Welhman, who had never ſeen 
ſo fine a Shew before, asked a Neighbour of 
his, who was knowing in theſe Matters, 
What Shentleman was that upon the Pench 


in hur Cown, and hur Pelt, and her Plack 


* Cap? My, marry, quoth Morgan, hur is an 
Old Woman that takes hur Nap upon her Cuſbi- 
on, and then hur tells the Shewry hur Tream. 

It is plain from St. Paul, that Old Wives 
Fables were current and prevailing in his 
Time, and he warns St. Timothy, (the moſt 
Reverend, the Lord Archbiſhop of Epheſus,) 
againſt them; deſiring his Grace, to exerciſe 
himſelf rather unto Godlineſi. But notwith- 
ſtanding that the Apoſtle's Works are ſtill 
read, tho they do not fay a Word of South- 
Sea Stock; yet Old Wives are in as good E- 
ſteem as ever, and their Tales bear as good a 
Price. There 1s particularly a numerous Tribe 
of Ancient Gentlewomen, call'd Schoolmen and 
Fathers, who are reputed a Company of Ve- 
nerable Goſſips, whoſe Evidence may be ta- 
ken in Trials about Norwich Crapes, wide- 
knee'd Breeches, the Power of the Conſtable, 
the Primitive Inſtitution of Pariſh-Clerks, 
the Decimation of Eggs by Original Patent, 
Whoring, Scolding, and Court'ſying towards 
the Riſing-Sun; and the like momentous 
Points between Men and Monks. | 

Bur it is very true, that theſe old Bodies 
do often contradi& one another in their Evi- 
dence ; either becauſe they know not the 
Truth, or will not ſpeak it ; both which are 
frequently the Caſe——, But here a ready 


Expedient is offered; for the pievs Attornies 


who 


. "= SELLS .- + 


TD 


who produce them, modeſtly . reje& every 
part of the Evidence which makes againſt 
them, as forged or erroneous, and are pleaſed 
only to accept ſo much of the ſame, as makes 
for them, as undoubtedly genuine and valid. 
And if no part of it will ſerve their Turn; 
yet we, the Defendants, are bound to be- 
lieve that it does; and that is as well. For 
the pious Attornies above - written, claim, 
from Time immemorial, a Right to be Pro- 
ſecutors, and - Judges, and Witneſſes; at 
leaſt, Witneſſes for their Witneſſes, in every 
Law- Suit which they undertake. And, if 
we do not acquieſce in all this, a Lawyer 
of this ſort has told us, what Sentence we 
are to expect; even this, G—— d— un 
you and yours to all Eternity. (Tale of a Tub 
in 1 20. p. 104.) 

The Admirers and Followers of theſe old 
duſty Goſſips, are themſelves of the ſame 
Character and Predicament; for, as the Say- 
ing is, Old Women of all Religions are the 
ſame. We are not therefore to wonder, if 
we find in the whole Breed, an equal Appe- 
tite for Flogging, Hoarding, Backbiting, and 
Scolding. From Gammar Aaron down to 
Gammar Satanaſius, and from Gammar Sa- 
tanaſius down to Gammar Becker, and from 
Gammar Becket down to Gammar Laud, and 
from Gammar Laud (keeping ſtill in the ſame 
See) down to Gammar - you find the 
ſelf ſame Spirit, and the ſelf ſame Arts. 
The Multitude have been ſtill bubbled, and 
taught or ſcared into the Worſhip of golden 
Calves, or black Calves, or ſome other ſorts 
of Calves: And the ſame Lying, — 

an 


_ miſſion. 


and Cruelty, have gone on in an aninterrupt- 
ed Line of Succeſſion, and uninterrupted Sub- 
It is marvellous and inconceivable, the 
Stupidity and Duncibleneſs of Mankind. 
O World! when wilt thou come out of 
© thy Infancy, and aſſume a Beard; and a 
Mind worthy of that Beard ! learn to de- 
© ſpiſe long Coats; reject thy Leaders and 
* thy Leading - Strings; ſtand upon thy own 
Legs; be of Age; look round thee, and 
diſtinguiſh, at laſt, Truth and Freedom 
from Reſtraint and Diſguiſes. But in Caſe, 
my deareſt Child, that thou art already. 
© ſuperannuated ; as, conſidering the Grey- 
* neſs of thy Head, and the Greenneſs of 


thy Behaviour, I fear me thou art; Then, 


© O Reverend Granny, loſt is my Labour, 
© and vain are my Inſtructions! I will, how- 
© ever, bear my Teſtimony in thy Behalf, and 
< ſhew thee, with the help of thy SpeQa- 


cles, how thou art ever ridden by old 


© Women, thy ſelf an old Woman! 

Queen Semiramis was the greateſt King that 
ſwayed the Scepter- of Aſſyria, and exceed- 
ed by far all that ſucceeded her. She was 
indeed a moſt valiant Man, but very lewd, 
which is no Fault in Princes; what is very 
common being very pardonable. To her 
ſucceeded her Son, King Sardanapalus the 
Queen, who from his Infancy was an old 
Woman, and very naturally ſpent all his 
Time, and his Spinning, amongſt young 
ones. But for all the Harmleſſneſs of this 

e-Queen, he met an untimely Fate, and 
violent Hands were laid upon the Lord's A. 

STE nointed, 


* 
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nointed, to the great Grief of all the true 
Churchmen, that is, the genuine Worſhippers 
of Bell and the Dragon, of thoſe Days. 

Thoſe who came after him were for the 
moſt part like him; and from Semiramis to 
the End of the Balylonian Monarchy, which 
laſted for ſeveral Ages, all the Kings 
proved to be of the Female Gender, ex- 
cept her ſelf. When the Monarchy was 
tranſlated to the. Medes and Perfians, there was 
but one Emperor, and that was Cyrus, who 
happen to be a Man: All the reſt were old 
Women; Creatures that lived in their Di- 
ning Rooms, admired their fine Furniture, 
wore rich Brocades, play'd with their Mon- 
kies, beat and bit and fcratch'd their Servants, 
and drank Cawdle, the Tea of the Time; 
and, in fine, ſaid and did, juſt as do and ſay 
our aged Counteſſes in t'other End of the 
Town. = * OL 

Ar length the Magicians, or Prieſts of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church of Babylon, having great In- 
tereſt at Court, and Encouragement from 
the Prince, knocked him on the Head in 
Return for his Love; and, by the Murder 
of his whole Race, and further Cruelry and 
Craft, ſeated themſelves in his Throne, and 
yet kept the Murder and Uſurpation a'Se- 
cret from all the World, for ſome Time. 
But the reigning Conjurer being, like the reſt 
of the Tribe, given to Wenching, a Miſtreſs 
of his was directed by her Brother, who ſuſ- 
pected ſacred Roguery, to ſearch his Maje- 
ſty's Head for Ears; and upon Inquiry, ſhe 
found he had none. For, it had happened, 
ſome Time before, 3 1 the — 
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10 
had their Luggs lopped off, for ſome pious 
Pranks by them —2 FIT 

Upon this . Diſcovery, the Grandees in- 
vaded the Royal Palace, alias the Royal Bro- 
thel, and put all theſe ol H/omen, that is to 
ſay the Clergy, that is to ſay the Uſurpers, to 
the Sword. So here ended the Reign (tho' not 
the Roguery) of theſe. conſecrated Monarchs, 
or ſpiritual Sovereigns, or Pagan Popes, or 
cropped Prelates, or Repreſentatives of ——'$ 
Perſon, or, Cc. 8 2 
Proceed we next to the Election of a new 
old. Woman. For, the Lineal Entail was 
broken in the Murther of Adam's Heir at 
Law, by the: Babylonian Parſons; tho' ſome 
of their Brethren ſince have pretended to 
patch it together again, Impdſſibilities being 
of no Weight in the Schemes of Magicians. 
In this Election one Darius carried the 
Diadem by the Merit of his Stone-Horſe; 
which Stone-Horſe, had it not been for the 
Folly or Partiality of the Nobility, ought 
to have mounted that Throne; and then 
might have been alledged, what now cannot 
be alledg'd, namely, that once in a Century 
a Creature of ſome Manhood filled it. 

It is the Opinion of that able Critick and 
Caballiſt, Rabbi Nick Nac Ben Dry Pate, that 
the Hiſtorians are all Lyars and Dunces in the 
Account they pretend to give of this Matter; 
Fur, ſays he, I will lay an even Wager of Fifty to 
One, that when the Crown of Perſia was, by a 
Vote of the judicious Houſe of I.— ds there, hung 
upon a Nag's Noſtrils, whoſe Neighing was to create 
a Maſter of Mankind, and declare the Lord's 
Anointed ; Darius did not act by the Craft of 


his 
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bis Groom (which is the Opinion of Cte ſius, 
Beroſus, Plutarch, c.) but by the Counſel of bis 
CHAPLAIN, who adviſed' him, as ſoon as ever 
he came to the randying Ground, to Bray with” all 
his Might; and if you take this Method, added 
the ſage Doctor, and Bray with becoming Veh. 
mence, by G T'1 venture my Soul' upon it, 
yon are Monarth of the Eaſt. For, continued 
his Reverence,' in ſuch a Hurry and Diſcord of 
the Paſſions, as will neceſſarily fill every Biruft 
upon ſo great an Occaſion, who' will diſtinguiſh 
Cheſnut's Voice from your Lordſhip's Voice, or a 
F from a Pair of Bag-pipes? Rabbi 
Nick-nack adds, that Earl Darius finding this 
Expedient the eaſieſt and moſt natural to 
him of all the  Expedients in the World; 
whenever he found himſelf upon the Place of 
Trial, clapp'd his Finger to one Noſtril, and 
brayed with tother, with ſo bewitching and 
ſo Royal an Accent, that the whole Hoaſe of 
NosLEs then preſent whipped off their Hats, 
and bowing with their Faces to the Earth, 
as if the Chaplain himſelf, or an Altar had 
ſtood in their Way, cried out with one Ac- 
cord, O King Darius, live for ever. He was 
then taken and crowned, being firſt anointed, 
aid having taken an Oath to defend the 
Rights of the Clergy and Convocation; the 
Archbiſhop performing the Ceremony, the 
Reverend Dr. Tigris reading Prayers, and 
the Chaplain aforeſaid preaching the Ser- 
mon, which was ordered to be 3 
his Majeſty's ſpecial Commantd ; and he had 
the firit good Living that fell. 15 
So eaſily are Kingdoms earned, and by 
ſuch certain Signs and Criterions does Hea- 
B 2 yen 
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ven point out the Perſons of Princes ; who, 
being of Divine Inſtitution, the Divine Will 
mult, in the Caſe before us, be exceeding 
clearly conveyed through the Snout of a 
Horſe, or of an Aſs; a very uſual Vehicle 
of Inſtruction, in all Ages and Climates ! 
But as every old Woman that totters un» 
der a Crown, rules, or ſcolds, or blaſphemes, 
or murders, or burns, by Divine Appoint- 
ment; ſo the old Women, alias Emperors of 
Perſia, continued to plague Mankind, and 
Miſgovern, as Heavens Lieutenants, till 
Alexander the Great, who in the Beginning 
of his Reign, was indeed a King of the 
Maſculine Gender, came with all the Vio- 
lence of War, as Heaven's Lieutenants alſo, 
to dethrone and put an End to them: For 
he that was ſtrongeſt always happened to 
have the Divine Authority on his Side, con- 
trary, and yet agreeable, to the Orthodox 
Syſtem. | | 


Victrix Cauſa Diis placuit. 


Alexander himſelf ſoon degenerated, and, 
before he arrived to the Flower of his Age, 
grew an old Woman, like the reſt ; became 
wonderfully addicted to Scolding, and doat- 


ed upon nothing but fine Gowns, and Ci- 


tron Water. 

His immediate Succeſlors reſembled him 
they were at firſt Men, and at laſt Driv'lers; 
and, for thoſe Kings who ſucceeded them, 
they were old Wives from their Cradles. 

There never was, in all the Eaſt, a braver 
Race of Men than the Amazons, whole 


(Queens 
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Queens were alſo the braveſt of Kings. Ta- 
merlane too happened to be a Prince of a 
Male Genius; but excepting as before ex- 
cepted, there has ſcarce ever been known 
ſuch a Character as a King in all the great 
Continent of Alia, though abounding in 
Monarchs. Their frequent exerciſing of 
Craft and Cruelty does in no degree deter- 
mine them Men; the ſame being alſo exer- 
ciſed, though in a ſmaller Meaſure, by Cro- 
codiles, Wolves, Kites, Adders, and the 
like Emblems and Pattetns of ſuch Impe- 
— Old Women as play the Devil by Divine 
ight. IE 

But theſe Royal Vermin, who ſucked the 
Blood of their Subje&s, and were the re- 
lentleſs Foes of Mankind, became all in 
their Turn, the Booty and Vaſlals of the 
Romans, who knocked them on the Head, 
or impriſoned them, or ſuffered them to en- 
joy a precarious and ſlaviſn Sovereignty, juſt 
as they had behaved themſelves. 

The Romans were a Nation of Men, and 
Friends to their Species, Lovers of Liber- 
ty and Deſpiſers of Life, when theſe two 
Bleflings were incompatible. They propa · 

ated Politeneſs and Laws; and hunted 

own Tyrants and Barbarity, where-ever 
they came. They taught Mankind to di- 
ſtinguiſh between manly Obedience, pro- 
ceeding from rational Conſent, which is the 
Allegiance of Subject:; and involuntary Sub- 
miſſion, extorted by Fears and Force, which 
is the Lot and Condition of Slaves. 

Their Religion was of a Piece with their Po- 
liticks, and part of them. The Civil Magiſtrate 
was 


| 
1 
| 
| 
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was either the Prieſt himſelf, or the Prieſt was 
1 prompted by him; and the only Piece of Prieſt. 
1 craft which the old Republican Clergy. practiſed, 
was to lie laudably, by the Direction of the 
Magiſtrate, for the Good of the Common» 
wealth. The Hands of the Government 
were not tied up from encouraging publick 
Spirit, by the paultry Fear of alarming the 
Eccleſiaſticks. Every Principle and every 
Action, which promoted their preſent Li- 
berty and Proſperity, was lawful, virtuous; 
and religious, in the Eyes of that noble 
People; who had no Idea of the Encroach- 
ment of Liberty upon Religion, or of the 
Church's claſhing with the State, or of the 
Creatures contending for Superiority with 
its Creator. Theſe were Monſters yet un! 
born, and Abſurdities as yet uninvented; 
which lived not till Liberty was dead, and 
till old Nomen ſucceeded Heroes. 9 491 
The Romans preſerved their Liberty ſo 
long as they preſerved their Virtue. At laſt 
Ambition and Bribery ſeiz'd: the Senate- 
Houſe, and were followed by every evil | 
Art and every wicked Purpoſe:: The Cor- | 
ruption began at the Great, who ſpread it a 
among the People, and debauched them in 
order to enſlave them. Shews, Farces, and 
i. Maſquerades, made them idle, and . depends 
ih | ing upon thoſe who gratified them with 
fl theſe fine Sights and Diverſions. At long 
it run, their higheſt Ambition was to live and 
11 ſee Shews. In the End, being fully purged of 
lt all Senſe of Virtue and Freedom, the whole 
Ti Roman People, who had conquered the 
1 World, and poliſhed it; they who had _ 
| c 
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ſed Tyrants, and ſet Mankind free, became 
themſelves an eaſy Prey to a Traytor of their 
own raiſing): vis i; E498; "of 
Men have been, and are, generally taught 
(from their early Youth) to admire and re- 
verence the Firſt Cæſar: At which J am aſto- 
niſhed; for he was one of the moſt wicked 
and bloody Men that ever the Earth bore. 
He ſtuck at no Villany, no Vileneſs, no De- 
ſtruction, to gain his Ends, and ruin his 
Country. Omnium Feminurum Maritus, & 
omnium virorum uxor, is the leaſt worſt Cha- 
racter that can be given of him. If he was 
ſometimes guilty of Mercy, it was from no 
Tenderneſs of Heart, or for any Righteous 
Purpoſe; but purely to catch Gudgeons, and 
make his Tyranny popular. In ſhort, Julius 
Cæſar, like moſt other Conquerors, is intitl'd, 
in an humbler Degree, to that ſort of Glory, 
which is due to Belzebub, for daring the Al- 
mighty, and defacing the Creation. 

Thoſe who ſucceeded himin the Uſurpation 
of Rome, were for the moſt Part ſuch an 
execrable Race of Vermin, that there is 
ſcarce any other Character to be given of 
them, than that Emperor and Old Woman were 
Terms ſynonimous, ever afterwards. 

- The Empreſs Claudius deſerves particular 
Notice. She left the Empire to the Admini- 
ſtration of whatever Perſon happen'd to be 
moſt in her good Graces, for the Time be- 
ing: And ſo ſometimes her Wife was Queen, 
and ſometimes her Footman ; while the good 
Woman Claudius her ſelf turned Author, and 
{cribled, and gormandiz'd,and got drunk,every 
Day of her Life. Nec temere unguam Triclinio 


abſceſſit 
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abſceſſit nifl diflentus © madens, ſays Sueto+ 
nius. Juſt like the Learned and Valiant Mo- 
narch of another Country, I mean Queen James 
the Firſt of Magnagaſcar ; who, bating her 
Averſion to Tobacco, was as true an. Old 
Woman as ever driv'led, or tippel'd Geneva. 

acen James was alſo a Royal BenefaQor to 
Grub-ſtreet, and Prefident of the Learned So- 
ciety there. She writ Books, and made Speech» 
es, and was greatly. ſubje& to the Looſneſs ; 
which Laſt I take to be the true Reaſon why 
the Learned Queen James's Performances 


ſmell but little of the Conjurer; ſecing that 


it is obſerved by Mr. Locke, in his Treatiſe 
of Education, that they who are very Looſe have 
ſeldom ſtrong Thoughts, | 

Behold here, O curious Reader, a full 
and true Character of our preſent Writers 
upon moſt Subjects! even becauſe they write 
with empty Bellies, or with Pills in their 
Bellies ; and therefore our Preachers and Po- 
ets do confeſs, in their Productions, the Slip- 
perineſs of their Guts. Lamentable Caſe ! 
that amongſt all the Legions of the Learned, 
there is hardly to be found one ſhrewd Co- 
ſtive Fellow, except my ſelf, and my Admi- 
rersS. * ; 

This Malady of the Guts is alſo productive 
of pernicious Effects amongſt Stateſmen and 
Crown'd Heads. Her late Majeſty took 
Phyſick that very Day upon which ſhe Sign- 
ed the Treaty at Utrecht ; and it was obſerv'd 
that all the while it was making, her Mint-- 
ſtry went frequently to the Little Houſe. 
And indeed it 1s well known, that during 
the laſt Three Years of her Reign, Dr. 
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1 
Ar——th——t was conſtantly about her, 
either by himſelf, or Proxy ; that is to ſay, 
either the Phyfician, or the Gliſter-Pipe was 
in daily Practice. The late D— of 0—— 
was taken with a'ſtrange Griping of the 
Guts, when he was in Flanders, which laſted 
all the Time he ſtay'd there, and was the 
untoward Reaſon why he deſerted the Allies. 
But notwithſtanding this, it is thought his 
late Grace would never have run away from 
England, had not a Right Reverend Son of 
the Mitre, for his own Righteous Ends, per- 
ſwaded him that he looked pale, and beg'd 
him in all Love to take a Puree ; he follow'd 
the Ghoſtly Advice; and behold its Operati- 
on! The very next Day he ſtarted from his 
Cloſe-ftool, mounted his Horſe, and gallop'd 
away, as faſt as if Jack Ketch had been at 
his Heels, and never halted till he came to 
the Pretender, who is himſelf a poor Laxative 
Knight as ever wore a Garter, and has a 
Court moſt miſerably afflicted with the 
Bloodh-Flux. i 
There is a conſiderable King in Europe, 
who has been troubled with Agues, Looſ- 
neſſes, and Evil Counſellor Mir two or three 
Years: Ar laſt he was prevalled upon to take 
Aſtringents, and turn off the Cardinal; and 
now all is like to go well with him again. 
As to our ſelves; God be praiſed, we are 
blefled with a Set of Able, Coſtive St---ſ..m--n, 
who have not gone to Stool theſe three 
Years, except as hereafter is excepted; that 
is to ſay, when they preferred — and 
and and and cum 
multis alijs ; as alſo _ they entered into 
| = 
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a — with and c. as likewiſe 
when they declared that they had no Inten- 
tion to repeal —— — ; as alſo when they 
neglected to and —— and — and 
and — and — and — and —; 
as likewiſe when they contrived how to ſi- 
lence —— ; as alſo when they quarrel'd 
with —— and —— and — ; as likewiſe 
when they formed a Scheme to gain ſuch 
a vaſt as alſo when they agreed to 
give up and — ; as likewiſe when 
they were entering into a Coalition and 
Concert with and —— and ——: 
As alſo when they encouraged —— and —— 
and and 

Were I to go over all the Items and Excep- 
tions, I ſhould never have done; and ſo I 
tury my Foot into my firſt Path, and pro- 
ceed with my Diſſertation upon Old Women. 

To Queen James ſucceeded another Queen 
I mean he who was nick-named the Confeſſor. 
Like King, like Counſellors ! this ſucking 
Moffarch got him a Wife, and yet went till 
in Leading-Strings : Mother Milliam Laud, 
and Madam the Duke of Buckingham, who 
had been his Ilggher's Miſtreſs, were his Go- 
vernors, unlimited and uncontroulable. | 

The Kingdom grew aſhamed and weary 
of being governed and oppreſſed by ſuch a 
Grizzel, and ſo pulled her out of her Elbow- 
Chair, and never ſuffered her to ſet her Breech 
in it afterwards; tho' ſhe tried all Means 
whatſoever, ſometimes ſcolding, ſometimes 
beſeeching, ſometimes tricking, and ſome- 
times hiring Bullies to fight for her. 


After 


( 19) 

After a long civil Contention for Liberty 
and Dominion, which I paſs over in Silence, 
becauſe it was between Men and Men, who 
do not belong to this my Subject ; come we, 
in the next Place, to the riotous Reign of 
Queen Sardanapatus the IId, who neglected 
God and Men to drink French Wine, and 
play with French Harlots and Lap-Dogs. 
There began then to be a great Decay of 
Sobriety, Virtue and Manhood; and nothing 
triumphed but the Exciſe, Fornication and 
the Church, 

After a long Reign of Luxury and Femi- 
nine Weakneſſes, Queen Sardanapalus depart- 
ed this Life, by the pious Aſſiſtance of the 
Prieſts and her Brother the Princeſs James; 
who mounted the Throne, and ſhew d her- 
ſelf as errant an Old Wife as e'cr ſhook a 
Scepter. | | 

She, cer ſhe had well broken the Coro- 
nation Oath, which ſhe had not yet takens 
taking into her ſerious Conſideration the ob- 
vious Infirmities of her Sex and her Under- 
ſtanding, put her ſelf, the firſt Thing ſhe 
did, under the Guardianſhip and abſolute 
DireRion of an old Harlot at Rome, famous 
for her ſtinking Breath, and her treble Night- 
Cap. Then her Majeſty went on, like a 
Creature ſuperannuated, as ſhe was, to play 
ſtrange Pranks, ſome ludicrous, and ſome 
miſchievous. She worſhip'd Wafers, pretend- 
ed to devour her Mediator, and claimed a 
Right to eat up her People. No Body 
would take her Bond for a Groat; and ſhe 
her ſelf own'd that her Oath was not worth 


a Ruſh. As, ſhe was an Old Woman her 
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ſelf, ſo ſhe ated by Old Women; and par- 
ticularly, ſhe got a Jewry of Old Wives in 
Long Coats and Coits, to pronounce a Ver- 
dict, that be might lawfully and innocently do 
what Miſchief and Wickedneſs ſhe would: And 
ſo ſaid the Sacred Siſters of the Surplice ; 
alledging that every Old Gentlewoman wear- 
ing a Crown, had a Divine Charter from 
God to reſemble Satan as much as ſhe 
pleaſed. 1 

Quęen James, encouraged by all theſe fine 
Speeches, let looſe his Inclinations, and de- 
vilized with all his Might. But, as he was 
driving furiouſly over the Life and Limb of 
every Subject that ſtood in his Way, without 
any Reſiſtance, which was prohibited by the 
Con vocation, he unadviſedly galloped over a 
Neſt of the Wayward Siſters aforeſaid, and 
took away the Articles of their Club. This 
hurt and provoked them damnably. For, 
tho' they are the moſt patient Creatures up- 
on Earth, when Evil befalls others ; and will 
upon that Occaſion urge the Sanctity of Sub- 
miſſion, with wonderful Zeal ; yet ſuch 1s 
their mortal Antipathy to Suffering in their 
own Perſons, that, upon any Trial of that 
Kind, they ſeem to be the only People up- 
on the Globe, to whom God has given leaſt 
of the Grace of Reſignation. 

Queen James now found that this was 
their true Spirit. For, tho' they had them- 
ſelves pointed out to him the very High 
Road to Oppreſſion; yet no ſooner had he 
given them a Royal Gripe, but they ſet up 
their Apoſtolick Throats, and yell'd ſo loud, 
that they were heard all over the hays 

an 
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and rouz'd the Multitude from all Quarters 
to their Aſſiſtance; that very Multitude, 
whom they had, a few Days before, been 
infatuating into the Diſpoſition and Acqui- 
eſcence of Slaves, they had now the Art and 
the Impudence to animare into Rebels, in 
their own Senſe of the Word. 

The manly Part of the Nation, and Lo- 
vers of Liberty, took Advantage of the 
Phrenzy of the Prince, and the Animoſity of 
the Wayward Siſters, to frighten Queen James 
into a Nunnery, and to ſet a Xing upon the 
Throne ; the only One they had ſeen there, 
ſince the Days of King Beſs, of manly 
Memory. 

The Wayward Siſters, finding that they had 
now in Reality got a King over them, and 
not a Queen ander them; which laſt had been 
their Lot and Felicity for near a Hundred 
Years; and perceiving withal that the King 
would not kneel to them, or put his Power 
and Scepter into their Hands ; they grew de- 
viliſh outrageous and turbulent. The firſt 
Thing they did, in their Anger, was to vote . 
themſelves forſworn; for, ſlap-daſh, they 
ſtripped the King at one Pull, of his Divine 
Right, and made a Preſent of it to the ex- 
cluded Queen James, from whom they had 
alſo rent it in their Wrath, a Month or two 
before. | 

But, in Spite of their Craft, and Diſloyal- 
ty, the King kept his Crown ; and in Spite 
of his Mercy and Merit, they preſerved their 
Averſion and Malignity. | 
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A Queen came next; and, with her, Prof- 
perity and a Kingly Government, for ſeveral 
Years; which once more diſappointed and 
provoked the Wayward Siſters, who yelped 
as bitterly as ever; but yelped unheard, till 
her Majeſty grew old and into a Reſem- 
blance of her Anceſtors; and then all Things 
went Topſy-turvey, and the Wayward Si- 
ſters flouriſhed and rejoiced. Bur juſt as they 
were in full Cry, and daily Expectation of 
their Hereditary Old Woman from Abroad, the 
other at Home dropd, before they could 
bring it to paſs ; and the Kingdom got a 
King a Second Time, and ſtill keeps him, 
notwithſtanding all the Struggles, and Sedt- 
tion, and Praying, and Counter-praying, and 
Preaching, and Drinking, and Lying, and 
Swearing, and Forſwearing of the Wayuard 
Siſters, in order to ſend him Home again. 

It is indeed agrecable to the Ambition 
and Self-love of the Wayuard Siſters to hate 
Kings ; for a Monarch that reſolves to be a 
Man, will never put himſelf under the Do- 
minion of Old Women, nor gratify their 
Spleen : Whereas, when a Queen Reigns, 
the Wayward Siſters are all Kings. Behold the 
Reaſon of their preſent Rage! The preſent 
Monarch does not toueh their Roaſt, nor 
their Boil'd; their Sack, nor their Sherry; 
their Copy-Holds, nor their Peter Pence. On 
the contrary, he gives them all good Uſage 
and Encouragement ; he prefers the Worthy, 
and is not ſevere to the Worthleſs. But all 
this pleaſes not the Y/ayward Sifters, They 
cannor impoſe upon their Prince, nor piſs 
upon the Laws, nor oppreſs the People, nor 
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prey upon Scrupulous Conſciences, nor be 
forſworn with Succeſs. Theſe are their great 
Grievances ; or, if they have greater, I wiſh 
they would produce them. If his Majeſty 
would but pleaſe to condeſcend to their mo- 
deſt Demands, and be led, like their Pupil, 
or driven like their Property; he might make 
Beggars or Bacon of his Subjects, and wel- 
come: Nay, Divine Authority would be be- 
lieved, and Scripture miſquoted, to ſupport 
him in it. But as he behaves himſelf at pre- 
ſent, he will never be the Favourite of the 
Wayward Siſters. 

I have thus, with great Labour of Body 
and Brain, ſearched into the Records of 
Time, and given my attentive Reader an e- 
difying Abſtract of Univerſal Hiſtory, of which 
I have ſhewn Old Women to have been the 
Principal Heroes. If we look now into the Diſ- 
putes and Tranſactions between Nation and 
Nation, we ſhall aſſuredly find that they ever 
prevailed, or miſcarried, according as they 
employed Men or Old Women in the Ma- 
nagement of their Affairs Civil and Mili- 
- ; 

And not to go too far backward in this 
Diſquiſition, ler us only remember with what 
a different Spirit and Succeſs the Affairs of 
France were conducted by that Court Forty 
Years ago, from what the Afﬀairs of another 
Court were, which ſhall be nameleſs: And 
the Reaſon lay here; The French Miniſters 
wore Beards, and the B--t--ſþ Miniſters wore 
Petticoats; Choice Guardians of the Nati- 
on! who, whillt they were ſupported in 
their Avarice and Merry-makings, from St. 

Ger- 
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Germains, cared not what became of their 
Country, or of Europe, or of Chriſtianity. 
In the Matters of Peace and War, the 
Caſe is juſt the ſame. In the laſt War, for 
Example, againſt France, a Male General was 
employed, and under him a Race of Men; 
and they hewed down all Oppoſition: Nei- 
ther Stone-Walls, nor Entrenchments, nor 
Numbers, nor the Danger of the Church, 
could ſtand before them: Nor could Rivers 
or Louis-d ores retard their Bravery. They 
ſtormed Towns, they routed Armies, they 
eat Fire, and did every Thing with a Maſ- 
culine Air: Alas! what were a Hundred 
Thouſand French Girls, whether Nuns or Sol- 
diers, in their Hands? And for Half a Score 
Mareſchals of France, they conſidered them as 
only ſo many dancing Old Women on Horſe- 
back, with Fearhers in their Caps, and Di- 
ſtaffs in their Hands, who never miſled being 
kicked Head over Heels, and ſent to Paris 
to get their Wigs new-powdered ; which yet 
did not mend the Matter, | 
lt is thought, if the War had continued, 
that Madame de Maintenon would have Head- 
ed the Army in — "tad recruited it 
with ſeveral antiquated Belles, and' the 
Nymphs of St. Cyr: This filled all the He- 
roes at Verſailles with burning Envy, and they 
all brigued againſt her going: But it is 
thought that all their Politicks would have 
failed them, had they not luckily repreſented 
ro the Grand Monarch, who was every Day 
growing Leſs, the Invincible Louis, who was 
every Day beaten, the Immortal Man, who 
was dangerouſly 1} of a Fiſtula; that if 7 
made 
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made his Old Nurſe a General, he would 
have no Body to tend his Iſue behind, This 
made great Impreſſion upon him; and fo 
Goody Villars was appointed Commander in 
Chief, inſtead of Goody Scarron. As ſoon as 
ſhe came into the Field, ſhe gave out ſeold- 
ing Speeches how ſhe would do feveral Wo- 
manly Exploits. But ſhe was well paid for 
-n prating, and forced to run to ſave her 
ife. 

This was the unequal Strife during the 
Courſe of the War, between Swords and 
Diſtaffs. But when Things began to look 
towards an Accommodation, the Tables were 

uite turned. France, which hitherto had 
Gat old Wives for Warriors, appointed 
Now vwigorous Men for her Negociators : 

And another Kingdom, which, to its death- 
leſs Glory, had employed Hzxots to fight, 
did, to its endleſs Infamy, employ old Wo- 
men to treat; wretched, toothleſs, impo- 
tent Old Women, who, had their Luck been 
of a Size with their Brains, muſt have born 
the Pariſh Badge! The lively and ingenious 
John of Lapland, and the able and accom- 
pliſhed Thomas Lord Speluell, are .a Brace of 
hopeful Stateſmen ! And yer with all their 
Zeal and humble Compliances, they had 
not the common Capacity to ſell the Ho- 
nour of their Country, even aſter others had 
brought it to Market for them, without the 
Aſſiſtance of Prompters. 

To come now, towards the End, to ſpeak 
of my own Country, of which I have not 
hitherto ſaid one Word; I am ſorry to ſay, 


that the Increaſe of Old Women grows mar- 
| "M0 velouſly 
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velouſly great amongſt us. It is moreover 
grievous to conſider, by what. heavy and 
contemptible Inſtruments this ſhameful Change 
is wrought. Lo! our Evil cometh from the 
dull Heart of the City, and we are enchant- 
ed by a ſtupid Kennel of Stock-Jobbers, who 
cheat us out of our Money and our Sex, 
and then ſtand God-fathers to us, and, by 
way of tender Deriſion, chriſten us Bus 
BLES! | 

Let us, my Brethren and Countrymen, 
either properly and patiently put on Petticoats; 
or reſume our Manhood, an ſhake off this 
ſhametul Deluſion, this filthy Yoke, put upon 
our Necks by dull Rogues from Jonathan's; 
plodding Dunces ! who carry their Souls, 
if they have any, in their Pockets; and who, 
it you take them out of the Aley, have not 
the Underſtanding of Carmen, nor the Agree- 
ableneſs of Baboons. | 

I ſhall conclude this light Paper with 
ſome Thoughts of a grave Nature, and dwell 
for Two or Three Pages, upon a Subject 
which gives me infinite Delight ; I. mean, 
the preſent Concord between St. James's and 
Leiceſter fields. | 
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GY HE Reconciliation of our Two 
Courts is of ſuch happy Conſe- 
__ j$F quence to the Nation, and the 

Royal Family, as muſt be highly 
| pleaſing to all Men who love ei- 
ther. Differences of this kind are nothing 
rare; but they generally have publick ill Con- 
ſequences, and weaken the Hands, and em- 
barraſs the Wheels of Government. I thank 
God, the late one has produced more Cold- 
neſs than Violence, and more Talk than 
Terror. It is to be preſumed, that nothing 
was done on either Side during the Breach, 
which may occaſion painful Pangs, or an- 
gry Reflections, now it is cured. I doubt 
not but the Union is as fincere, as I wiſh it 
laſting. „ 

Tho' I always looked upon the late Miſ- 
underſtanding as a great Evil; yet, now it 
is paſt, I do not know whether ſome Good 
may not come of it. It will have ſhewn the 
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IVhigs that they are much miſtaken, if upon 
every Fit of Spleen or Diſguſt, they think to 
meet a Reſource among the Tories, who are 
not uſed to give any Quarter, much leſs 
Shelter, to Men who will but part with a 
Piece of their Principle. He who goes over 
to them, mult not go halting. Af they have 
a Mind to go to Rome, or the Pretender; it 
is not enough that you do not oppoſe them, 
or even that you wiſh them a good Journey : 
If you do not go along with them, and ac- 
company them to the very laſt Stage, you do 
nothing. A Vote and a Speech now and 
then will not ſerve them ; they muſt have all 
your Votes, and all your Speeches, other- 
wiſe you will never be loved nor truſted. 

It will alſo have taught the Tories, that 
the Hhigs, however divided, are ſtill too 
many for them, and can ſubſiſt without 
ſneaking Compliances, or dangerous Coali- 
tions with them. There have been but few 
Inſtances, of late, where they have -been 
ſuffered to exert that Spirit of Oppreſſion, 
which 1s inſeparable from them ; and fewer, 
I hope, of their being offered Seats near the 
Helm. The Principle of a Whig, and that 
of a Jacobite, are (0 oppolite and hetroge- 
n:ous, that there can be no other Mixture 
or Comprehenſion between them, but that 
of the One's devouring the Other. Every 
other Project for reconciling them, is Mad. 
neſs or Knavery, and there is not at preſent 
the leaſt poſſible Pretence for it ; which I 
take to be none of the leaſt Bleſſings attend - 
ing the preſent Agreement. 


The 


(29) 

The Whig Intereſt is again united; and for 
ought I know, the more ſtrongly for having 
been diſunited. It is therefore a happy and 
an unexceptionable Seaſon for doing all thoſe 
neceſſary publick-ſpirited Things, which are 
wanting for the Eſtabliſhment of Mhiggiſm, 
but which were prevented by the late Rup- 
ture. I hope it will now be enquir'd, wherher 
our Univerſities are not the very Sinks of Sedi- 
tion, and of every wicked Principle; and 
whether, enjoying as they do, at the Nation's 
Coſt, Eaſe and Abundance, they do not pay 
the Nation, in return, with diſaffected, flaviſh 
Doctrines, and poiſoned Youth. Let the Uni- 
verſities remain but unpurged, and the Jaco- 
bites may ſneer in our Face at every other 
Scheme of ours for our Security. 

Princes are always reſpected Abroad, in 
proportion to their Strength at Home. It 
is not to be doubted but this, our Domeſtick 
Unanimity will raiſe our foreign Credit ſtill 
higher, and make the Peace with Spain, which 
ſeems to linger, go on with greater Alacrity 
and Eaſe; and it is reaſonably hoped, that 
hereafter we ſhall be more upon the Square 
with our good Allies, both in the Admini- 
ſtrations of War, and in the Negotiations 
of Peace, than our Circumſtances have hi- 
therto ſuffered us to be. | 

I therefore congratulate my Countrymen 
upon the preſent happy Pacification and Una- 
nimity. It will make us conſiderable to our 
Friends, and formidable to our Foes. It 
will enable us to avow, protect, and encous 
rage every publick Principle; and leave us 
without Excuſe, if we difown or negle& it. 

It 
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It will render every Oppoſition impotent, 
and every Shift and Procraſtination ſcanda- 
lous. It will ſerve to ſhew, whether our paſt 
Omiſſions and Trimmings were founded 
upon real Weakneſs, or ſleeveleſs Pretences.; 
and whether we wanted Power or Inclina- 
tions to bid Defiance to Craft and Corrup- 
tion. Here are publick Grievances, and here 
is a Call and an Opportunity to redreſs them. 
Here are Enemies in our Boſom, and here 
is a fit Occaſion and Capacity to quell and 
diſarm them If we are in Earneſt, the 
Succeſs is ſure. In this Cale to ſucceed well, 
is only to mean well; and nothing but ſel- 
fiſh perſonal Regards, can obſtruct the pub- 
lick Good, which therefore, we hope, will 
not be obſtructed at all. 

We may preſume, that no Man, who calls 
himſelf a Mig, will make Delay or Difficul- 
ty, to come roundly into every Scheme which 
will bring Advantage to his Country, and 
Honour to himſelf; we may particularly ex- 
pect that no Man who bears that Character, 
will oppoſe or poſtpone the Scouring of thoſe 
Neſts of Pedants, who fill the Kingdom with 
Locuſts and Diſloyalty ; who, by their exe- 
crable Poſitions and Example, have diſſolved 
all the Ties of Conſcience, and common Ho- 
neſty ; who have ſanctified the helliſh Sin of 
Perjury, and tacked-Fame and Reputation to 
Sedition and Rebellion. They have been 
heaving at our Conſtitution, railing at Li- 
berty Civil and Religious, and poyſoning 
the Nation Time out of Mind: So that 
J cannot ſee how we can any longer neg- 
lect putting a Stop to this popular Con- 
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tagion, without giving up the firſt Law of 
Nature, that of Self-Preſervation and Self. 
Defence. 

The Proſpect I have of the Cure of this 
great Evil, gives me Joy, as tha Continuance 
of it has often given me Sadneſs; and I a- 
muſe my ſelf with the certain Expectation of 
a new and agreeable Scene. What I have 
ſaid may probably appear warm Language; 
but it is intirely the Effect of publick Spirit, 
and of my own private Judgment. God 
knows, I have no perſonal Animoſity to- 
wards theſe Men, who, as to their Morals, 
deſerve Pity; and as to their Genius and 
Productions, are below Contempt: And as 
ro their Income and Circumſtances, no Body 
envies them their Plenty and Idleneſs; nor 
are we demanding a Reformation of Glut- 
tony and Lazineſs. All that we contend for 
1s, the taking away of their Stings ; we will 
tolerate them to be Drones, but cannot al- 4 
jow them to turn our World upſide down. | 
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ID che Second Part of this learned Dies 
tation, will be conſidered the Reaſons; 
why: Old. Women are ſuffered to educate our 
Youth, and govern our Conſciences. om 
bly "ads d to all Parſons and Pariſh 
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